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Both	stories	in	Chapter	Two	describe	how	knowledge	of	the	properties	and	
qualities	 of	maluwanas	 and	 reed	 arrows	was	 acquired	 by	Wayana	 ancestors	
from	spirit	beings,	and	in	both	cases	through	dangerous	or	risky	maneuvers.	
The	 location	of	maluwanas	 reflects	 their	cosmological	 importance.	They	are	
placed	on	the	underside	of	the	tukusipan	(communal	house),	where	initiation	
ceremonies	are	carried	out,	and	the	painted	images	of	zoomorphic	figures	can	











direct	 access	 to	 an	 indigenous	 account	 of	 the	 sociocultural	 effects	 of	 the	
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mortality/	 immortality	 dichotomy	 found	 among	 the	Yanesha	 originate	 in	
‘structure,’	or	in	‘history’?	In	broad	agreement	with	Marshall	Sahlins,	Fausto	
and	Santos-Granero	 simply	note	 that	meaning	 relates	 to	event	 structurally,	
dialectically	 and	dynamically.	While	 the	postcolonial	Guarani	 believes	 in	 a	
God	who	cannot	be	a	jaguar,	the	Yanesha	who	fights	‘against	the	ravages	of	
time’	(page	67)	 longs	to	restore	the	sacred	space	of	 immortality	where	God	
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role	 in	 initiation	rituals.	Erikson	rightly	 stresses	 the	significance	of	 the	 fact	























editors	 present	 the	 book	 as	 reasserting	 ‘an	 anthropological	 commitment	 to	
understanding	difference,	 an	 ambition	 that	 has	 been	drowned	 in	 suspicion	
over	 the	 last	 few	decades’	 (page	 8).	This	 commitment	 to	 difference	 is	 fully	
endorsed	by	Carneiro	da	Cunha,	who	 cherishes	 reversals:	 ‘While	 the	 logic	
of	the	West	 lies	 in	the	primacy	of	distinctions,	Amazonian	logic	 lies	 in	the	
3
Time and Memory in Indigenous Amazonia: Anthropological Perspecti
Published by Digital Commons @ Trinity, 2009
212 Tipití
primacy	of	appropriation,	of	encompassment’	(page	xii).	Why	reduce	difference	
to	what	 appears	 to	 be	 exactly	 contrary	 to	 ‘our’	 practices	 and	 assumptions?	
This	determination	to	render	our	common	predicament	invisible	leads	some	
Amazonianists	 to	dangerous	conclusions,	 such	as	Santos-Granero’s	filtering	
of	 historical	 agency	 into	 political	 agency	 (a	 ‘white’	 ontological	 strategy)	
and	 spiritual	 agency	 (a	 ‘Yanesha’	ontological	 strategy),	or	Gow’s	 ideological	
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